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Good afternoon Madam Chair and members of the committee, I appreciate the opportunity to appear before you 

today and present on behalf of multiple state and federal programs aimed at reducing sediment and nutrients 

from the waters of Kansas. 

 

I am Jaime Gaggero, Kansas Department of Health and Environment (KDHE) Chief of the Watershed 

Management Section within the Bureau of Water.  The presentation today was requested by Madam Chair 

Schwartz and intended to give the members of the committee an overview of existing conservation programs 

that are consistent with reducing sediment and nutrients.   

 

The Long-Term Vision for the Future of Water Supply in Kansas calls for an increase in the adoption of 

watershed practices that reduce loss of future water supply. Two Regional Advisory Committees (RAC’s), the 

Kansas RAC and Neosho RAC have goals related to nutrient loading and Blue Green Algae Blooms, of which 

watershed practices will help abate. I will present six programs which act as an institutional benchmark to build 

upon.   

 

Please reference the handouts for specific program information.   

 

1. KDHE – Kansas Watershed Restoration & Protection Strategy Program (WRAPS):  A locally led 

program in select priority watersheds aimed at reducing nutrients, sediment and bacteria through 

conservation practices.   WRAPS projects compete for a blend of State and Federal funding every three 

years, and are awarded grant funds based on performance.  Each WRAPS project has a detailed plan that 

identifies how much pollution needs to be reduced, what practices are needed, where in the watershed 

they should be targeted, how much it will cost and how long it will take to restore specified water 

bodies.  FY 16 State Water Plan Fund (SWPF) Appropriation = $555,884.   

 

2. Kansas Department of Agriculture (KDA) Division of Conservation (DOC) – Non-Point Source Cost-

share Program:   A program administered at the local level by county conservation districts.  State 

regulations authorize conservation districts to develop local non-point source pollution plans and request 



funding for elements of the plan to abate nonpoint source pollution.  SWPF FY 16 Appropriation = 

$1,858,350.   

 

3. KDHE – Local Conservation Lending Program:  A new program approved by the Kansas Legislature in 

2015 designed to offer low-interest loans to producers and homeowners.  Examples of eligible 

conservation practices include: streambank stabilization, livestock waste management, alternative 

watering sources for livestock, septic system replacement or repairs, terraces, grassed waterways, 

riparian buffers and filter strips. Clean Water State Revolving Fund =       $1 million per year as an 

investment into local participating lending institutions.   

 

4. KDA DOC – Water Resources Cost-share Program:  Delivered by county conservation districts, the 

program is designed to offer financial assistance for construction of conservation and water quality 

practices.  SWPF FY 16 Appropriation = $1,948,287.  In 2015, the program implemented 458 Erosion 

and Sediment Control projects and 162 Pasture and Rangeland Management projects.   

 

5. KSU – Kansas Forest Service Regional Conservation Partnership Grant: A new $13 million program 

was awarded by USDA to the KFS to improve water quality and help sustain reservoir storage capacity 

through conservation practices such as buffers and timber stand improvement to create or improve 

riparian forest systems.  The program will target such practices in 14 priority watersheds, mostly above 

federal reservoirs.   

 

6. KDA DOC – Water Quality Buffer Initiative Program:  Delivered by 93 county conservation districts, 

this program provides supplemental funds to landowners enrolling in the federal Conservation Reserve 

Program.  The CRP program promotes both grass filter strips and riparian forest buffers.  SWPF FY 16 

Appropriation = $249,792.   

 

The Long-Term Vision for the Future of Water Supply in Kansas also calls for an increase in interagency 

coordination and communication on streambank restoration projects, facilitating the identification and pursuit of 

streambank restoration projects in high priority watersheds to reduce sediment loading in order to preserve 

future water supplies.  Beginning in January of 2015, an interagency team was formed that included KDHE, 

Kansas Water Office (KWO) and KDA DOC.  The team has agreed to pool agency resources and has 

streamlined program processes to insure consistency and improve efficiency.   

Thank you for your attention and I would be happy to answer any questions.  
 

 

 

 

 


